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News Update — September 2013
News from the school
Wangari sends her love and gratitude for everyone’s continued support. The school is doing well. In
Kenya, the public school teachers have been on strike, demanding a salary increase. With help from
Karuri School Project, the children at Sacred Heart School have been unaffected and are able to
continue their studies without interruption. All Wangari’s teachers have been paid, and their houses,
funded by the project, have been completed. This is a good time to buy food, so Wangari has been
buying sacks of sugar, maize flour, and rice to store. She has also bought cooking fat, salt, tea bags and
firewood.
Wangari has been unwell recently, but with rest, some hospital treatment and a good diet, she seems to
be improving. As always, our thoughts and best wishes are with her.
Hebe Holmes Memorial Fund - A day at Smurfit Kappa
Donations to “The Hebe Holmes Memorial Fund” (see Website for “The Hebe Holmes Story”) continue
through Hebe’s father Pete, who is a long-standing employee of the international packaging company,
Smurfit Kappa. This year their Yate plant near Bristol adopted the Fund as one of their charities. Two
members of the Karuri School Project fundraisers were able to attend a Family Fun Day on July 13th.
They were greeted at the plant with generous hospitality, a band and many stalls, games and activities
for all employees’ families. The sun shone throughout on what turned out to be a day to remember.
Family members were deeply moved to see Hebe’s memory kept alive at the Karuri School Project stall,
and Pete was delighted to accept a cheque from the company for £2,500 on behalf of the project. The
employees’ generous response continues and further greatly appreciated donations to the Fund have
been received from the plants at Northampton and Cork in Ireland.
The total amount raised in memory from June 2012 to the present time is £7183 - an amazing tribute to
a very special person. Hopefully Hebe’s family can take comfort from such positive outcomes in her
name. Certainly the children in Kenya will always remember her.
The Cutts’ family visit
We would like to thank the Cutts family who took time out from
a Kenyan safari holiday in February to visit Sacred Heart School.
They took teaching materials, games, clothing and an amazing
selection of football equipment, donated by top football clubs.
They also delivered the plaque in memory of Hebe. Many thanks,
Janet, Geoff and Harry.

Message from Wangari

I really appreciate so much your support and help. I know it is hard work which needs a
heart that is ready to love and make a difference, gradually. God bless, Wangari

Photos from our school

Storing food

Security is improving

Baptism and mass

Other fundraising / donations
We would be unable to continue our support for Wangari without the help of our many friends and
supporters, including the following:
Sponsored Walks – Sally Dalley - £131
Whitehills Primary School, Northampton - £135
Caroline Chisholm School, Northampton - £546.95
Walk for a Cause - £500
Donation from David Young’s Charity - £500
Karuri Spring Concert - £622
Catenians (President’s Charity) - £1275
Donation from profits from the sale of book “If Angels Were Your Priests”, the memoirs of Canon
Stanislaus Condon - £200
Kitchen Tables Charity Trust
A big thank you to the Kitchen Table Charities Trust which has supported us with a grant of £5500.
This has been allocated specifically for all aspects of water harvesting, including a second tank, washing,
sanitation, plumbing and to expand the capacity for electricity. This is a major step forward for the
school and will enable the development of those vital everyday services which we so easily take for
granted. Thanks to Olivia Sleet for her help researching this project.
Donations of patchwork quilts and v necked sweaters, made by WI
members, have been sent to Wangari. We hope the quilts will be used
to decorate the dormitory walls. The WI continues to support us
generously, in many ways, and we are very grateful for their
sustained interest.
The commitment to sponsorship is very much appreciated and enables Wangari to plan for the long term
future of the school. Currently it provides over £300 a month. Thank you to everyone concerned.
Jill and John Wadsworth recently celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Our
congratulations and best wishes go to them along with our grateful thanks for over £600, donated
to Karuri School Project, given by their family and friends instead of anniversary gifts.
We cannot mention all our supporters but we do sincerely thank you all.
Dates for your diary
5th October 2013 - Zumba evening, St Gregory's School, from 7.00pm Tickets £5
30th October 2013 - Karuri Quiz, Three Horseshoes Pub, Wistow, Huntingdon, 7.30pm Tickets £1, pay at door
7th December 2013 - The Hunsbury Harmonettes Choir, Sacred Heart Church, Tickets £5
Further information from 01604 786077

